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IN the Summer of 1874 Gi
Superintendent Walling,
Headquarters, and suppli

persons who had abducted Ch;
iam Mosher, and Joseph Dou£
tured, however, they were bot
at Bay Ridge, leaving the fate

The last chapter in this
now made public for the first
Journal by Ellsworth Mosher,
now that Christian K. Ross i:
which his father had never d
once and for all the fate of Che
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The House in New York W
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THE mystery of lost Charley Ros

is a mystery no longer. Ells
worth Mosher, nephew of Williai

Mosher, the chief of the desperate gan
that kidnapped the boy twent.v-thre
years ago, and son of Gilbert Mosher, th
thug's brother, who put the police on th
kidnapper's trail, makes the statement tht
the stolen child died or was murdered 1
the house at No. 55 Grand street or th
adjoining house on the corner of Soul
Fifth avenue. In the basement of th
house the wife of the criminal chief had
restaurant, and sixteen years ago workmei
in tearing out the old basement walls, foun
the skeleton of a boy.
That skeleton, Gilbert Mosher told h

6on, was all that was left of Charle
Ross, and Ellsworth Mosher now for tl
flrst time discloses the statement,
William Mosher and his accomplic

Joseph Douglas, were killed during a bu
jlary.
Gilbert Mosher is dead.
Christian K. Ross, the father of tt

6tolen child, who spent his fortune in tl
search for his boy, is also dead.
Ellsworth Mosher is an industrloi

laborer, an honest man, according to h
employers and neighbors, who feels keenl
the association of his family with the blac
crime, and who would rather talk of an;
thing in the world than the stealing <

Charley Ross and his death.
To understand the authority with whlc

this man tears the veil from a myster
nearly a quarter of a century old it
necessary to recount some of the awfi
circumstances of the crime that wa

meant to be the first crime in a system <

brigandage throughout the country.
The plans of the fiends who stole an

held the child for ransom were never fu
filled.
They neither gained the price they pi

upon his life nor the example by whic
they thought to terrorize other parenl
Into paying unquestioningly for kidnappe
children. The nation was spared the li
flictjon of the horrid industry and tb
child-stealers were killed in commlttin
another crime, but the sacrifice for th
nation's immunity and the qriminal's pui
lshment were the life of the hazel-eye(
curly headed child, the dissipation of
fortune and the glooming to ruin of a one

happy home.
The hldepus end pf the at^rv hav

been known years ago, if it could not ha\
been averted, had the police heeded the a<
Tlce of the undertaker whom the wldo

erv of I
rv doss I
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lbert Mosher called upon Police
of the city of New York, at Police ^
ed evidence which proved that the ?
arley Ross were his brother, Will- ^^las. Before these men were caphkilled in an attempted burglary
of the missing boy still unsolved,
strangest of modern romances is
time through the statement to the
son of Gilbert Mosher, in which,

3 dead, he makes public the facts
ivulged to the police, and settles
trley Ross.
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ST CHAPTER.
here He Was Killed and Where His S
Was Found.

ROM A PHOTOGRAPH.)
is of the arch criminal sought out and
5- begged to take charge of the burial of her
n guilty husband and his fellow burgl/ir and
g accomplice, Joseph Douglas, when the two x

ie were shot to death by those they sought to
ie rob.
ie This undertaker was John Henry Munn,
it whose establishment is at No. 100 Avennue D.
ie He had years before wo.rked in the ship:hyaru on the Bast River with the Moshers./
is When the woman came to him Munn ^
a communicated with Police Superintendent
a, Walling, and begged him to trace the wornidan. feeling sure she must lead them to UflG

Where the stolen boy was hidden, but the
Is police official paid more attention to her
y brother. William Westervelt. He was ^gp'|05 (ie enraged at Westervelt, who had worked

In with his relatives and the others of the
e. tra-nrr njhlm Ir.!_ 1

, ijcij IV/ aiu m __Anri
r- their apprehension, and the woman slipped tlliu

away. They convicted Westervelt of complicityIn the kidnapping of Charley Ross, dDCinnple and sent him to prison for seven years. QOolyllG1
le This was in 1875. Westervelt never admittedhis guilt or betrayed the secrets of
is his mates. He.might have bought liberty 6P3L6 .
[s with the child could he have produced it.
ly He did not, and the Inference is that the
li child was dead and he must have confessed ^phypprmurder and not merely kidnapping, had he
>f told the story.

Only on this hypothesis is It possible to rJiiol-Apc>h adequately explain the silence of Wester- UUULOI o

y veiL uurmg nis imprisonment.
,s Charley Ross was stolen on July 1, 1874. yr i'
nl He and his elder brother, Walter, were vfirioUu
ls Playing In the roadway near to his home on
,f Washington lane, In Germantown, a quiet ,6uburb of Philadelphia. Two men, seated j["| [[]0d In a buggy drawn by a single horse, drove
1_ leisurely along the lane. Ostensibly they

were pedlers. They had become acquainted Fjnncit with the youngsters in their journeylugs °

h along the road, and had on several octacaslons given them candy. In response
,(] to a request for a drivel and some more I dlloUlll
i- candy, the men In the carriage took the

knr. In ..,1+1. +1.- ~.1 -S
ic ""jo in vtii.ii iiiviii uiiu uiuve rapuuy away. . ,p-i
g Walter Ross was given a quarter of a dol- CtlllCli
ie lar, and was set down to buy fireworks,
i- When he had made his purchase he looked
1, for the buggy. It was gone,
a Charley Ross was never seen again by
;e any member of the family, of which he was

the Idolized baby.
'0 Tl]g buggy Yv'ns np ordinary el^-Jashloned
o top affair, painted a dark color, with red
1- stripes on each of Its four wheels, and was
w lined with blue cloth. The horse was a

%
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Charley Ross at the Time
sg^nh j (From a photograph furnis!
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J I I I HAVE read th<
i C o * count of the
jit a fate of Charley R<

? solutely correct in <

5 according to the st
JJl 6 to me by my

8 Mosher, before his
5 clear up the myste

Of ^ ing of Charley Ros
| the first time the 1
o end of the unfortu
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medium sized dark bay or brown In color, | tin
with a white mark on the forehead. The Inj
harness was old and its silve?'mountings Ko
were well worn. No trace of this vehicle tri

- nor of the horse or the harness has tin
ever been obtained from that day until roi

____J this. Skilled detectives searched every- a

where for It. Horse traders, stable keepers Mi
and wagon makers waited and watched for $2(
the outfit to appear somewhere, but it thi
never did. agi

Skeleton *r°r *hree days the purpose of the kid- fei
nappers remained unknown. The police Ise
were notified, and the routine machinery wi
of police search was put in operation, tin
Three days after the child stealing, the lost ma

boy's father received the first of a series 'J
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Reduced Fac-SimiLe of Leof

sixteen letters asking a ransom for the tin
boy. Twenty thousand dollars was the sei

P'-ice set; Slid he w'Ss told plainly tnat i1 ne^
failure to pay tile price would result in pr<
*he boy's murder. ces

They suggested various plans by which if

6 oSS
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He He Was Kidnapped.
tied the police in 1874.) Itsj

of the Mosher Family. *
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3 following ac- g
abduction and S j^St

oss, It is ab- § BUI
wery particular, ?
atements made ? |pjlfather,. Gilbert g |gy|
; death. It will ? llB
ry of the steal- I i||g
s and give for g |li|truth about the | f|®
mate boy. I
-1 MOSHER. | |Jg
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? money miglit be paid without endangertthemselves. One of these was that Mr.
>ss should ride on the rear platform of a
tin from Philadelphia to New York, and
?nce to Albany. At some point on the -W* Jid a man by the track side would ring
bell and wave a flag, and at the signal
. Ross was to throw e satchel containing
),000 In bills, of not larger denomination
in $10. If the train did not stop and the
ent with the bell and flag was not inter- 1 he Ho
ed with, the writers of the letters promdto return Charley Ross to his home
thin ten hours. That time they needed,
>y said, to make sure the bills were not
irked.
^he letters suggested that the stealing of

1 Ros.froi
t v

# (1 answer th:

\ y°u si&nii
a C?J ft erything i<

".every tli

redy with
4M^>- -\yg nOW gT

\ti Y-,,yvn" I& wide i
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? boy was only the first of a projected
ies of kidnappings for ransom. It was

ces?£ry for the su!/ceSs of the hideous
aject that the initial venture be sucssful,or that the child should be killed
the money was not paid, or that thetr

should be an e. mple to terrorize other
uarents. Mr. Roi turned the letters over (to> the police anofcept in communication ^with the abductortby means of personals vin the newspaper Letter after letter A
came in answer V his personals; they j,were mailed at w.Siy separated points, ^and the police could <ot trace them. cIt was in the SuniiEt of 18T5 that Gilbert

N Mostrer told Police Sterintendent Availing,
of New York, that tL abductors of Oliar-

uley Ross were his brol?r, William Mosher,
and Joseph Douglas, joth comparatively

. well-known criminals.
Walling obtained otlr evidence of the

truth of Gilbert Mosher information, and
y satisfied himself that Vuiam Mosher had 0

/ written the anonymous etters. Then be- 11

gan a hunt for those tw men, but before 1

they were run to earth t>y were killed in
* the commission of anoth orime.

Friends of the Ross fauy had advanced ^the amount demanded bythe kldnappei'a,
but the police persuaded 'r. Ross not to 'l

> give the money on the m$» word of out- v

) law fiends that they wouldrter return the
child. Several times Mr Ross notified s

them by personals that li<was ready to "

> exchange the $20,000 foi; th>child, the ex-
1

S\ change to be simultaneous, It they would ®

_/ not agree to this. The aut^rities urged
that if the money were pahand the ab- 1

ductors were not punished, a epidemic of
_h child stealing would surely How, so the ®

police had their way of it.
v Police Superintendent Wring knew 1

Mosher, and knew that he ad twelve a

i brothers. In his youth he hacWOrked in e

the East River shipyards, wherthe father
of the Mosher family and some the sons B
had also been employed. He .ew, too, P
that William Mosher had marri< Martha C:

Westervelt. ft
Martha had a brother, William, rho had

always been an Idle and dissolut fellow, 3<
and who made his living by sellinto the a

"fences" on the East Side variousrticles ci

of merchandise which his brothtin-law Vi

had stolen. Walling sent for Weervelt d<
and arranged to have him appo ed a d<
patrolman on the police force In nsld- M
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use in Philadelphia 'here Charly

Which He Was Kidaj
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eratlon of 'Westertelt's acting as a std r

pigeon and brlrgirg about tbe return I jthestolen boy. Vesteryelt, like his si* p
! te'r, was absolutely loyal to Mosber. £ c

was willing to sacrifice Douglas, but W3 a
unable to do so anl at the same time sa? ^

11 your his brother-in-law. So he deceived tk p
JJCilU Ui LUC puiiic 1U1LC. r

is day It: was proved tlat 011 the night of D-
,

cember 12, 1874, Westervelt bsd interview ,

:y ev- With both Mosher tnd Douglas, right undr j
the' noses of the police in New York Cit.

f

3* red}' Sister was then the proprietress ofi
restaurant in the basement of the d

ling Js building at No. 53 Grand street. The ba;- i
ment of this building had been occupil i

US. by a shoemaker, and the upper floors wee t

tenanted by a pawnbroker, partly for bui- 1

Ve VOU ness nn(i partly for residential purpose j
But the fact thct he was there was »t f

Dargin tljen known to the police. (

Westervelt kept Mosher life, med of to
rations police moves to the extern of his powr, (

but the hunt was getting close whn
an ar- Moser and Douglas were billed on he

night of December 13, 1874.
deside The burglars had sailed to Bar Rige

to ?v\h fhfl iintpnonW hmisp of .T. Holies

your Van Brunt, but the vacant hoise ras

fitted with burglar alarm wires ommml1Sday eating with the house of Judge Va Bnnt,
. . near by. J. Holmes Van Brunt his son

coari) an(j two men re' aonded to te alarm.
. r The burglars tried to 'Ksh by thm, firing

s e from revolvers as tbe.v ran, butthey hit
i nobody, and the return fire fro'irhe Van

Brunts mortally wounded Dough1- A mo»l«;Vn1 ment later Mosher, running avy, got a

bullet In the back and fell dead.

je Douglas was revived with iiuor, and
when asked who he was, he fs'ling that

ice an deattl was but a brief mounts away,
told his name, and that of his <mpanion.

me do ^ben he was told that Mosherwas dead
*--t- f ,1 4-It n 4 U. qn/1 +

ue voiuniuruj ucuuicu mm.

We are other burglar had stolen Chaiey Ross
from Germantown, but he ass'ted that

rom a 116 did not know where the bo was, as

Mosher had taken charge of hii and had

ie pos- never told of his hiding place His last
intelligent words were:

f the "The child will be returned tome safe

^
and sound within a few days."

vr* He had spoken freely of himelf to the
men who watched his dying aon'es, and
had spelled Jdosher's name ou letter by
letter, adding:

llOKuet is uuu irvcj ,
*"

but I have no home. I am a Ingli1 man
and have no relatives except a rothcr and
sister"

The last part of his state,enj. waB nn< »
rue. He had married Mar* O'Brien, aishwasher in Mosher'8 restaur* ato

fife is now the proprietress ola hotel in jLtlantic City, N. J., where 'sli changed
er name by marriage some fonr j,ar9 ago.lis brother is working at his trad 0f shipaulker in-San Francisco.
The bodies of the burglars were t^eu to
he Morgue and the widow of 3fc>Sher
rought John Henry Munn to bury the^.
At his undertaking establishment, No 3.00

k.venue D, Munn said last night to a
lal reporter:
"I begged and pleaded with Walling 0tnly to have the woman trailed every mi.

tr» in tVto rla-tr hsit T nlco ^BB5| , «W * o.ou UIJCU XiiUl LO If.
est her at once, because I believed eh*
new where the boy was and that sht
light be frightened Into telling. Walling
ras very angry at the double dealing of
Vestervelt, and he thought it was best to
rrest him and not Mrs. Mosher. Westereltwas a iniserable loafer. He never was
r.y good at anything which required the
ervices of an honest man. I had made tip
ay mind that if he had wanted to he could;
ave brought about the recovery of the boy
ven before Mosher and Dtuglas were
illed. I helped Walling to get him down
ight, and the result was that ht was taken
ver to Philadelphia, put on tdal In Auust,1885, on the charge of laving bt n
oncerhed in the abduction of litle Charity
Loss, and in a few week& he w£B convicte;
nd sentenced to seven years ii the East--,",
rn Penitentiary.
"Walling became satisfied th.t Charley j
Loss died. So did I. So did th> Pbiladel- M
hia detectives who were engajed on the
;:se, and so did Christian K. Boss, th®
;her of the poor, unfortunate by,
"The building at No. 55 Grand street-ad<
)ined that on the' corner of Soith Fifth
venue. About 1880 or 1881 thee was a
ive-in over there and these two >uilding»
ere so badly damaged that they w;re torn
own. When the workmen were breaking
own the walls in the basement where
tosher and his wife had carried <n th©

:r. j
Ross Was Born and from
>pecL

estaurant they found In an opening th»
>ody of a boy. The different parts were'
tut together and laid out so as to make *

omplete skeleton, and experts who .T»,i
imlned atfd measured it a to ha
mquestionubly that of Charley Ross. Theormatlonof the skull and of different
»arts of the frame corresponded exactly
vith what the experts said Charley Ross's
(one formation would be like, presuming
hat he lived for, say, a year after he was
ibducted.
Charley Ross was born on May 4, 1870.

3e was alive when Mosher and Douglas
net their fate In December, 1875, for ha
ivas seen in company with this William
iVesteryelt getting off a Brooklyn car on
S'orth Second street, in the Williamsburg
section of that city. Douglas had been a
:ar driver in that part of the town.
"Not only was he seen getting off that

:ar, bareheaded and crying, but it was

>roved positively that Westervelt took him
into tile bouse where some relatives of the
Moshers lived. Old Mr. Roes wjis so well
lonvinced that the bones found in the base-
ment of No. 55 Grand street were those of
Charley that he stopped spending large
sums of money in following up the many
:lews offered him afterward in various
[tarts of the world. And the bones were

sent on to Philadelphia.
So the mystery is unravelled at last.
Ellsworth Mosher, son of Gilbert Mosher,

the man who told the police who the ab-
uuciors were, wuuiu uui ustbm iuo

denees of liis dead fatter until Charley
RosWs father was dead too.
Knowing that the little bones found In

the cellar wall were those of the stolen 1
baby boy, It Is not hard to deduce the
story of his death.
When Mosher and Douglas, the bold m

spirits of the infamous gang, were gone, the W
frightened remainder, probably the woman

and her brother, were left vwith the child
on their hands. They did not dare restore

him, for detection could hardly fall, and
they were hot bold enough to continue to
look for the ransom money. Probably
Westervclt, from his connection with the
police, felt the blood money would never

be paid.
So to save themselves the remnant of the

kidnapper gang murdered the baby br
and hid his bones in the cellar, which #
their awful secret well enough to save

from the gallows.


